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From the Manager’s Desk
Participating in City Meetings
The City has an elected board (City Commission) and 
volunteer boards (Planning Commission, Parks and 
Recreation Board, others) that hold monthly public 
meetings and perform vital functions for the City.

COVID-19 has brought many challenges including 
uncertainty in attending meetings and alternatives to 
in-person meetings. The City has been holding virtual 
City Commission meetings through the Cisco Webex 
platform. The meeting agenda is posted on the City’s 
website and has details to join the meeting by phone.

City Staff are working on expanding technology 
that will allow community members to attend and 
participate in City meetings from their home. Thoughts 
and ideas regarding this topic are welcomed:  contact 
Mark at 231-592-4058 or mgifford@cityofbr.org.

Additionally, there are vacancies on several City boards. 
If you have interest in volunteering or need more 
information, please call or email at any time.

My name is Amy 
Prescott-Ambler. I 
grew up in Morley 
with my 3 brothers. 
My husband, Alex, 
and I have 4 sons 
(ages 21, 19, 13 & 
4) and 1 daughter 
(12). We are raising 
them in Morley. 
Two of them have 
graduated from 
Morley Stanwood 
Schools, but the 
other three still 
keep us very busy 
with their sports, 
band, and dance.

My passions are family, kids, and sports. My favorite is 
when some or all of those are put together. Growing 
up I played basketball, volleyball and softball at Morley 
Stanwood. I still play volleyball and softball in a few 
different leagues. Immediately after graduating high 
school I started my volunteer coaching career. While in 
college I coached the Morley Stanwood Color Guard. 
I then moved on to coaching my cousins, my friends’ 
kids, and eventually my own kids. I have coached 
Little League (t-ball, peewee, and softball), basketball 
(AAU and Upward), 5th / 6th grade volleyball, Rocket 
Football Cheer, and flag football.

Meet and Greet: 
Amy Prescott-Ambler,
Assistant Industrial Pretreatment 
Program (IPP) Coordinator at the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant

At the City Commission
On Monday, July 10, the City Commission held 
a virtual meeting which began with the Mayor’s 
annual State of the City Report. Four study sessions 
were held and several members of the public shared 
comments.

The Commission also acted on several points of 
business including:

• Resolutions which extended contracts and 
accepted proposals for consulting services on 
Public Works projects.

• Resolution accepting bid for the sale of a former 
police vehicle. And other business.

Commission meetings are open to the public. Join us 
at 6:30 PM on the 1st and 3rd Mondays each month.



After graduating from Morley Standwood, I attended 
Ferris State University and received an Associate’s in 
Science Degree. While going to Ferris, I got a job at 
Independent Bank. I worked there for 12 years before 
deciding to move on and start with the City of Big 
Rapids.

I have worked for the City of Big Rapids for six and 
a half years. I started in the Income Tax Department 
and then transferred to the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant in September of 2015. I have acquired the D 
and C wastewater treatment licenses from the State 
of Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 
and Energy (EGLE, formerly DEQ). My normal day 
consists of helping wherever needed. Tasks can include 
pulling samples from the sanitary sewer system, 
maintaining composite sample pumps, performing 
other plant operations and maintenance, or running 
tests in the lab to make sure we are complying with 
the limits that have been established by the State of 
Michigan. 

My current title is Assistant Industrial Pretreatment 
Program (IPP) Coordinator. The IPP position is a 
relatively new position 
to me, so I’m still learning 
the ins and outs. We 
have monthly, quarterly, 
biannual, and annual 
requirements. These 
requirements involve 
an extensive sampling 
and reporting process 
in the community 
working closely with 
area businesses.

By the Numbers: 06/22/20-07/05/20
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 884 Total Passengers
• 884 Demand Response Passengers
• 0 Ferris Shuttle Riders 
• 139 Adult Riders and 61 Child Riders
• 684 Senior or Disabled Riders

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library
• As of Monday, July 6, the Library is open and 

people are welcomed inside to browse for 
materials or use the computers. Masks and social 
distancing are required. 

• Contactless pick up remains available. If you 
request an item online or over the phone, it will 
be checked out to you and waiting for you in the 
lobby ready to go.

• MelCat is not yet available, but you can check 
mel.org for updates.

• In-person programs are still canceled, but online 
programs are coming soon!

• Online summer reading has begun! Go to 
bigrapidslibrary.org for more event details. 

Meet and Greet continued

August 4 Election
Michigan’s 2020 Primary Election will take place on 
August 4. Those interested in voting absentee must 
submit an Application for Absent Voter’s Ballot, which 
may be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office or on the 
City website, or by requesting a ballot in writing and 
signing the request. The Clerk’s Office will mail you a 
ballot, which must be returned to the Clerk’s Office by 
Election Day to be counted.

This election has a partisan section. You may vote in 
either party section, regardless of party affiliation, but 
you cannot “split your ticket”. If you choose to vote in 
either the Republican or Democrat Party Section, you 
may only vote in that partisan column.  

Visit the City Clerk’s page of cityofbr.org to learn more 
or to see a sample ballot.

Amy coaching youth basketball.

Amy with her daughter.


